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Shout out from Mrs. Sammarco 

With a new month, came new weather. I feel like it is starting to finally feel like fall. Please make sure your student is dressed appropriately for the changing weather as they still go outside 
for recess and sometimes PE.  
 
The students were very busy this week using their positive growth mindset while tackling a challenge. They had to work together to create a boat for the Gingerbread Man to cross a river. 
Make sure you ask your student about this fun cross-curricular activity. In math this week, the students focused on understanding place value and different ways to represent numbers. This 
is the core foundation for skip counting, which is our up coming math focus. Please work with your student at home on this skill as it is still important to practice even though we are moving 
on to a new standard/ skill.  
 
On Thursday, our classroom had a visitor from Wheaton College, her name was Raegan Vincent. She is going to be spending some time observing and working in the classroom as a part of her 
education classes.  
 
If you have still not signed up for parent teacher conferences, please do that as soon as possible. You can e=mail me or call the front office. Sarah.Sammarco@cusd200.org  

Have a great weekend! 
Mrs. Sammarco 

What we did in 1214 with week: 

 Language Arts:  
 Read Aloud: Class read aloud- The Secrets of Ms. Snickle’s Class  
 
This week the students took part in a cross-curriculum project focused around the “keep on trying” and “never give up” growth mindset phrases. After reading 
The Gingerbread Man the students read a play where the ending took a different turn. The Gingerbread man created a boat to get across the river after 
turning soggy from trying to swim. The fox had a “fixed mindset” and discouraged the Gingerbread Man from trying to get across the river. However, the 
Gingerbread Man had a “growth mindset” and decided to build a raft to get across safely, but the raft started to take on water. This is where the students 
engineering skills came into play. They were presented with a challenge to work as a team and build a raft that would float and get the Gingerbread Man across 
the river safely. Over the next few days the students had to work in teams and build a boat. The boats were testes on Friday. The kids had a blast doing this. 
After the boats were tested, the students had to reflect on the overall process of building while keeping a positive growth mindset.  
 
Learned new word wall words and fundamental writing words and focused on identifying 2 and 3 letter blends at the beginning of various words. Next week 
we will wrap up blends with a focus on the blend being at the end of the word.  
 
Friendly letter writing to star student (Sophia) 
  
This week in writing the students continued to enhance their personal narrative papers. The essential questions were:  

- How can authors add detail to their writing? 
- How do author edit their paper? 
The students learned the beginning stages of editing and worked on creating a final copy of their first personal narrative.  

 
Math:  
This week’s math targets were:  
- I can identify the place value of a number.  
- I can write numbers in different forms. (expanded form, word form, standard form and proof drawing) 
- I can compare numbers within 200.  
Math vocabulary words for the week: skip counting, number line, place value, ones and tens 
 
SCIENCE:  
 In science this week, we read about earthquakes and volcanoes. Then we continued chatting about the effect water has on the land and how powerful it can 
be. For example, making a canyon. This week’s investigation was centered around examining the effect water has on land and how it can carve out rock, making a 
canyon. The students made their own “canyon” then were able to see how water carved away at the “rock” and then carried it away creating deep crevasses in 
the “rock.” 

Looking Ahead: 

Monday, October 14- 
Columbus Day, No School 

Thursday, October 31- 
Halloween Parade and Party 
(Please plan costumes that 
follow the school guidelines) 

 

 


